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Preliminaries 
This white paper should not be perceived as either supporting 
or opposing development of a national transmission overlay. 
Rather, it frames the discussion and provides objective 
information to use in further considerations.  
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The objective of this paper is to identify benefits to building a 
national transmission overlay, to lay out essential elements to 
facilitate continued dialogue on this topic, and to frame 
possible paths by which it  could be realized.  
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Introduction 

Å2005 Energy Power Act: DOE responsible for 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƴƎ άƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊǎέ όbL/ǎύΦ 
FERC obtains siting authority on NICs if state 
fails to approve a transmission application. 
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ÅJuly 2011: FERC Order 1000 

ČInterregional Transmission Planning Requirements: 
ïEach pair of neighboring RTOs must share information, coordinate and 

jointly evaluate interregional transmission, develop interregional tariffs 

ÅнллнΣ ΨлсΣ Ψлф  5h9 /ƻƴƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ 

ÅARRA-funded interconnection planning EI, WECC, ERCOT 
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